
Name______________________________      LA# ____ 

Persuasive Writing Assignment: 
Person of the Year 

Every year, Time Magazine selects a “person of the year”.  The recipient can be a person who works to help 

others, has overcome personal hardships, or lives his or her life in an inspiring way.  The recipient can be a 

famous person or an ordinary person.   

Who do you think should be Time Magazine’s person of the year?   Write a letter to Time’s Editor in Chief 

stating and supporting your position. 

Project Steps: 

1.  Brainstorm 

a. In your notebook, list at least three possible choices.   

b. For each choice, list at least three reasons to support your selection. 

c. Put a check next to your final choice.   

d. Show your notebook to a teacher before moving on. 

2. Research (if needed) 
a. If you need to research facts about your nominee, by sure to list each source at the end of your 

essay.  You may not need to do this if your nominee is someone you know personally. 

b. Format your source list according to Citing Works at MMS. 

3. Plan 
a. Make a plan for your essay on the sheet provided. 

4. Draft your essay 
a. Write a rough draft of your essay in your notebook.  Refer to your packet as a resource. 

5. Edit and revise 
a. Type your draft. 

b. Mark edits and revisions on your draft. 

c. Make changes electronically. 

6. Print a final copy.  This should be Size 12, Times New Roman, double-spaced. 

Final draft due:   
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